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(57) ABSTRACT

An IM system for an additional service includes: an IM client
and at least one IM component adapted to support at least one
additional service, between which a common interface is
configured. The IM client triggers the at least one IM com-
ponent via the common interface when a local IM user logs
on; and the at least one IM component obtains an identity of
at least one IM user other than the local IM user via the
common interface, and query, according to the identity,
whether the at least one IM user subscribes to one of the at
least one additional service supported by the at least one IM
component. A component and method for an additional ser-
vice are also provided. By utilizing the IM system, compo-
nent and method, extensibility of the IM system can be
improved, and costs for extending the IM system can be
reduced.
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INSTANT MESSAGING SYSTEM,
COMPONENT AND METHOD FOR
ADDITIONAL SERVICE

CROSS-REFERNECE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This is a continuation of International Application No.
PCT/CN2008/070525 filed Mar. 18, 2008, which in turn
claims the priority benefit of Chinese Patent Application No.
200710118793.7 filed Jul. 13, 2007, the entire respective
disclosures of which are incorporated herein be reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to network communication
technology, and particularly, to an Instant Messaging (IM)
system, component and method for an additional service.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

With rapid development of Internet technology, Instant
Messaging (IM) tools have been accepted by most netizens.
At present, the IM tools have been one of indispensable tools
on desktops, and are widely used in both daily entertainment
and working. The IM tools are developing to not only provide
an instant messaging service, but also provide more and more
additional services such as communication and entertainment
services. For example, an IM tool may not only support
delivery of various facial expression information, images and
files, but also support voice chatting, video chatting, interac-
tive music-listening, and online games. These additional ser-
vices enable an TM user to communicate and enjoy entertain-
ment interactively with other IM users, e.g. his/her IM
friends, when chatting using an TM tool.

An IM user may hope to know whether an IM friend
subscribes to a different additional service when performing
instant messaging with the IM friend, so as to differentiate IM
friends subscribing to an additional service from ordinary IM
friends (i.e. TM friends that do not subscribe to any additional
service), or to differentiate between IM friends subscribing to
different additional services, that is, to differentiate IM
friends according to addition services. Thereby, an interac-
tion with the IM friends by using the additional services is
facilitated. An IM friend is also an IM user at a client other
than the local IM client, and may perform an IM service
interaction with the local IM user through the IM client of the
IM friend and the local IM client. An IM user usually has
multiple IM friends, and each IM friend is identified by a
unique IM user name. When the IM user logs on the local IM
client, the local IM client will present user names of the IM
friends on a user interface to be used by the local IM user.

In a current IM tool, a function of supporting at least one
additional service may be configured in an IM client. When
started, the IM client may query whether IM friends subscribe
to one of the at least one additional service one by one, and if
an IM friend subscribes to one of the at least one additional
service, the IM client may add a mark indicating the addi-
tional service subscribed by the IM friend on a local IM user
interface.

When the system provides a new additional service, the IM
client should be modified accordingly to support the new
additional service so that the IM client can query whether an
IM friend subscribes to the new additional service. However,
this operation increases workload of development and main-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

tenance persons and requires a user to re-install the IM client,
which is inconvenient in practice, thus lacks extensibility and
costs a lot for extending.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Inview of the above, embodiments of the present invention
provide an Instant Messaging (IM ) system, component and
method for an additional service, which improves extensibil-
ity of the IM system and reduces costs of extending the IM
system.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, an
IM system for an additional service includes:

an IM client, and at least one IM component adapted to
support at least one additional service;

wherein a common interface is configured between the IM
client and the at least one IM component,

the IM client is adapted to trigger the at least one IM
component via the common interface when a local IM user
logs on; and

the at least one IM component is adapted to obtain at least
one IM user identity of at least one IM user other than the local
IM user via the common interface, and query, according to the
at least one IM user identity obtained, whether the at least one
IM user subscribes to one additional service of the at least one
additional service supported by the at least one IM compo-
nent.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, a
component for an additional service includes:

a first module, adapted to support at least one additional
service;

a second module, adapted to obtain, after a local IM user
logs on a local IM client, at least one IM user identity of at
least one IM user other than the local IM user from the local
IM client via a common interface between the component and
the local IM client;

a third module, adapted to query, according to the at least
one IM user identity obtained, whether the at least one IM
user subscribes to one of the at least one additional service
supported by the IM component.

The method for additional service according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention includes:

obtaining, by at least one IM component from a local IM
client via a common interface configured in the local IM
client, at least one IM user identity of at least one IM user
other than a local IM user after the local IM user logs on the
local IM client, each of the at least one IM component sup-
porting at least one additional service;

querying, by the at least one component according to the at
least one IM user identity obtained, whether the at least one
IM user subscribes to one of the at least one additional service
supported by the at least one IM component.

According to embodiments of the present invention, an IM
component queries whether other IM users (i.e. friends of an
IM user) subscribe to one of the additional services supported
by the IM component. The process only requires invoking a
common interface of a local IM client, and does not require
the IM client to perform extra processing. Thus, embodiments
of the present invention have better extensibility than the
conventional art. IM clients only need to provide common
interfaces for IM components, and adding or updating of the
IM components will not affect the IM clients, i.e. the IM
clients do not have to be modified. When a new additional
service is to be supported, it is just necessary to update the IM
components or add a new IM component into the intelligent
system of the local IM client.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a flowchart illustrating a method for querying an
additional service in accordance with Embodiment one of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating a structure of an
IM system for querying an additional service in accordance
with Embodiment one of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a method for querying an
additional service in accordance with Embodiment two of the
present invention.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram illustrating a structure of an
IM system for querying an additional service in accordance
with Embodiment two of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating a structure of an
IM component for querying an additional service in accor-
dance with Embodiment three of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

According to an embodiment of the present invention, in a
method for an additional service, a common interface is con-
figured in a local IM client; via the common interface, the
local IM client can exchange information with at least one IM
component, and each IM component may support at least one
additional service.

After alocal IM user becomes online, i.e. after the local IM
user logs on the local IM client, the local IM client triggers an
IM component. The IM component acquires identities of IM
friends of the local. IM user from the local IM client via the
common interface, and queries, according to the identities of
the IM friends acquired, whether there is at least one IM
friend subscribing to one of the additional services supported
by the IM component.

Preferably, the local IM client triggers the IM component
via the common interface.

Further, when the IM component determines that there is at
least one IM friend subscribing to one of the additional ser-
vices supported by the IM component, the IM component
may add a mark indicating the additional service subscribed
by each of'the at least one IM friend into a user interface of the
local IM client (e.g. good friend list interface).

Generally, an additional service is implemented through
cooperation of various servers and a plurality of IM clients in
an. IM system, e.g. an IM server provides an IM client with
network resources required by the additional service, the IM
client receives and parses the network resources provided by
the IM server. Thus, if a local IM user wants an additional
service, e.g. performing interactions with IM friends by
means of the additional service or querying and displaying
the additional services that the IM friends subscribe, the local
IM user should first have a capability of parsing the network
resources of the additional service, i.e. a capability of sup-
porting the additional service.

When implementing an additional service, an IM compo-
nent performs information interaction with a local IM client
via a common interface. Via the common interface between
the IM component and the local IM client, the IM component
may also perform information interaction with other IM cli-
ents, i.e. using the local IM client to forward information. The
IM component may adopt a dedicated communication proto-
col to perform the information interaction with a server pro-
viding the additional service or user state information. The
dedicated communication protocol may vary according to the
type of the additional service.

Generally, an IM user may log on an IM system through
inputting an IM account into a local IM client. The logon
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process and operating manner of the local IM client may be in
accordance with conventional IM technique, and will not be
described herein.

The IM client may be installed into an intelligent system
having computing and processing capabilities, such as: a
computer system, a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), an
intelligent handset, and so on.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, each
IM component has a Universal Unique Identifier (QUID).
When an IM user logs onan IM client and becomes online, the
IM client may invoke an IM component via a common inter-
face according to a UUID of the IM component, i.e. make the
IM component run.

In practice, the IM component may be implemented
through various approaches, one of which is an IM Plug-in.
The IM Plug-in is a software module programmed by using an
application interface conforming to a certain criterion. The
IM Plug-in may carry out the method provided by embodi-
ments of the present invention, and further be invoked by the
local IM client. The IM Plug-in may be installed and regis-
tered in an intelligent system of the local IM client, e.g.,
installed into a register of an operation system in the intelli-
gent system of the local IM client.

As described above, in embodiments of the present inven-
tion, each IM component may support at least one additional
service. To be specific, when multiple additional services are
to be supported, one IM component may be installed to sup-
port the multiple additional services and to operate the mul-
tiple additional services, i.e. subsequent operations such as
query may be performed on the multiple additional services;
or, multiple IM components may be installed and each IM
component supports one part of the multiple IM components,
and thus each IM component operates its supported part of the
multiple IM components.

FIG. 1 is a flow chart illustrating a method for querying an
additional service in accordance with Embodiment one of the
present invention. According to Embodiment one, an IM
component adopts the C/S mode to query whether an IM
friend of a local IM user subscribes to an additional service
supported by the IM component. The method in this embodi-
ment also employs a user state server, and a structure of an IM
system for querying the additional service is shown in FIG. 2.

The user state server records, in advance, identity informa-
tion of users subscribing to additional services. The recording
may be implemented according to the following. After start-
ing up, each IM client triggers a local IM component to
submit user state information to the user state server. The user
state information may include identity information of a local
IM user (i.e. an IM user logging on the local IM client to
become online) and identity information of an additional
service subscribed by the local IM user. When receiving the
user state information, the user state server records the iden-
tity information of users subscribing to the additional ser-
vices. The user state server may record user identity informa-
tion corresponding to an additional service, or record user
identity information corresponding to more than one addi-
tional service, and each additional service may be identified
by a different identity.

The method of Embodiment one of the present invention
will be described hereinafter by taking one IM component as
an example. Referring to FIG. 1, the method mainly includes
the following steps.

In step 101, an IM component accesses a list of IM friends
of a local IM user via a common interface between the IM
component and an IM client, and obtains identities of the IM
friends. An identity of an IM friend may be an IM account of
the IM friend. In this step, the IM component may traverse the
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list of the IM friends of the local IM user to obtain identities
of all IM friends of the local IM user, or to obtain identities of
online IM friends of the local IM user (i.e. identities of IM
friends logging on the IM system).

In step 102, the IM component sends a query request to a
user state server. The query request may include the identities
of the IM friends obtained in step 101 and the identities of
additional services supported by the IM component. In this
embodiment, the IM component communicates with the user
state server over a dedicated protocol, which is faster than via
the IM client

In step 103, after receiving the query request, the user state
server queries whether IM users corresponding to the identi-
ties of the IM friends contained in the query request subscribe
to one of the additional services supported by the IM compo-
nent, and returns a query result to the IM component. The
query result includes a corresponding relationship between
an identity of an IM friend and an identity of an additional
service.

When the C/S mode is adopted for the query, the address
information of the user state server should also be configured
in the IM component, so that the IM component may com-
municate with the user state server according to the address
information. It should be noted that the IM system may have
more than one user state server, and different user state serv-
ers provide querying of different additional services. The user
state server may be a server for a specific additional service,
e.g. for an online game service, the user state server may be an
authentication server of an online game.

In step 104, after receiving the query result from the user
state server, the IM component invokes a common interface
provided by a local IM client according to the corresponding
relationship between the identity of the additional service and
the identity of the IM friend, modifies a user interface of the
local IM client, and adds a mark for each IM friend in the
query result to indicate the additional service subscribed by
the IM friend, e.g. displays the added mark beside the IM
friend. The added mark may be: an icon, an avatar, a text, a
Uniform Resource Locator (URL) link, and so on.

In step 105, the IM component invokes the common inter-
face of the local IM client, modifies the user interface of the
local IM client, groups the IM friends in the user interface.
Each group includes IM friends subscribing to at least one
identical additional service with each other.

Because the IM component may support more than one
additional service, the grouping may be implemented in vari-
ous ways. [t is supposed that the IM component supports three
types of additional services A, B and C, and that IM friends of
the IM user respectively subscribe to one or more of the three
additional services. Thereby, there may be six approaches for
grouping the IM friends, i.e. a group for A (including IM
friends subscribing to additional service A), a group for B, a
group for C, a group for A B (including IM friends subscrib-
ing to additional services A and B), a group for AC, a group
for BC and a group for ABC (including IM friends subscrib-
ing to additional services A, B and C). According to an
embodiment of the present invention, the user may be pro-
vided with a user interface to select a grouping approach. Itis
possible that one IM friend is grouped to multiple groups,
thus each group may only establish an index link to the IM
friends.

For example, when the IM component supports the online
game service, which one type of additional service, according
to an embodiment of the present invention, the IM friends
subscribing to the online game service may be marked and the
common interface may be invoked to automatically generate
a group and to add all IM friends marked as subscribing to the
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online game service into the group. As such, subsequent
operations such as game invitation may be facilitated.

Steps 104 and 105 need not be performed in a fixed order,
i.e. step 105 may be performed prior to step 104. Or, only one
of steps 104 and 105 may be performed, or neither is per-
formed.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating a method for querying an
additional service in accordance with Embodiment two of the
present invention. In Embodiment two, an TM component
adopts the Client/Client (C/C) mode to query whether IM
friends of a local IM user subscribe to the additional services
supported by the IM component. Because the C/C mode
requires no user state server, the C/C mode may be utilized
when the user state server is busy or unavailable. A structure
of'an IM system for querying an additional service in accor-
dance with this embodiment is shown in FIG. 4.

Inthe C/C mode for query, the IM component sends a query
request to an TM client of an IM friend of a local IM user via
a common interface provided by a local IM client. After
receiving the query request, the IM client of the IM friend
invokes an IM component of the IM client to query whether
the IM friend subscribes to one of the additional services
supported by the IM component, and returns a query result to
the local IM client initiating the query request. The local IM
client may exchange the query request and the query result
with the IM client of the IM friend via an IM server or via a
P2P mode. The method of Embodiment two of the present
invention will be described hereinafter by taking one IM
component as an example. As shown in FIG. 3, the method
mainly includes the following steps.

It is supposed that a local IM component is IM component
1, alocal IM client is IM client 1, an IM client of an IM friend
is IM client 2, an IM component of the IM client of the IM
friend is IM component 2. The method mainly includes the
following steps.

In step 201, the IM component 1 accesses an IM friend list
of the IM client 1 via a common interface between the IM
component 1 and the IM client 1, and obtains an identity of an
IM friend of the IM client 1. The IM component 1 invokes the
common interface of the IM client 1 to send the IM client 1 a
query request. The query request is used to query whether the
IM friend subscribes to one of additional services supported
by the IM component 1. Further, the query request may
include the identity of the IM friend and identities of addi-
tional services supported by the IM component 1, and may
further include the identity of the IM component 1.

In step 202, the IM client 1 forwards the query request to
the IM client 2. The IM client 1 and the IM client 2 interact by
conventional network communication means.

In step 203, after receiving the query request, the IM client
2 forwards the query request to the IM component 2 via a
common interface of the IM client 2. Preferably, the IM
component 2 and the IM component 1 have the same UUID,
i.e. they are the same IM component. When multiple IM
components are installed in the IM client 2, the IM client 2
retrieves the UUID of the IM component 1 from the query
request, and forwards the query request to the IM component
2 with the same UUID.

In step 204, the IM component 2 queries whether the IM
friend subscribes to one of the additional services supported
by the IM component 1, and returns a query result to the IM
client 2 via the common interface of the IM client 2.

In step 205, the IM client 2 forwards the query result to the
IM client 1.

In step 206, the IM client 1 forwards the query result to the
IM component 1 via the common interface of the IM client 1.
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In step 207, after receiving the query result from the IM
component 2, the IM component 1 queries whether the IM
friend subscribes to one of the additional services supported
by the IM component 1 (or the IM component 2) according to
the query result. If the IM friend subscribes to one of the
additional services supported by the IM component 1, the IM
component 1 invokes the common interface of the IM client 1
to modify a user interface of the IM client 1 by adding a mark
for the IM friend to indicate the additional service subscribed
by the IM friend.

In step 208, the IM component 1 invokes the common
interface of the IM client 1 to modify the user interface of the
IM client 1, adds at least one group in the user interface. Each
group includes IM friends subscribing to at least one identical
additional service with each other. This step is similar to step
105, and will not be described again.

The step 208 may be performed after the IM client 1 fin-
ishes querying for states of all IM friends or all online IM
friends according to steps 201 to 207.

Steps 207 and 208 need not be performed in a fixed order,
i.e. step 208 may be performed prior to step 207. Or, only one
or neither of steps 207 and 208 is performed according to
requirements.

According to Embodiment two of the present invention,
there may be another case, i.e. the IM client 2 itself supports
the additional services and is capable of querying whether a
local IM user of the IM client 2 subscribes to the additional
services supported by the IM client 2. In this case, the IM
client 2 does not have to invoke its local IM component, but
directly performs the query and returns the query result to the
IM client 1 instead.

FIG. 5 is a schematic illustrating a structure of an IM
component for querying for additional service in accordance
with Embodiment three of the present invention. As shown in
FIG. 5, the IM component includes an additional service
supporting module 300, an IM user identity obtaining module
301, a first query module 302, a query result processing
module 303, a user state submitting module 304, a query
result transmitting and receiving module 305 and a second
query module 306. The query result processing module 303
includes a mark adding unit 3031 and a grouping unit 3032.

The additional service supporting module 300 is adapted to
parse network resources corresponding to at least one addi-
tional service so as to support the at least one additional
service.

The IM user identity obtaining module 301 is adapted to
obtain from a local client at least one identity of at least one
IM user other than a local IM user via a common interface
provided by the local IM client after the local IM user logs on
the local IM client.

The first query module 302 is adapted to query whether the
at least one IM user subscribes to one of additional services
supported by the IM component according to the at least one
identity of the at least one IM user obtained by the IM user
identity obtaining module 301. The querying process may
include: sending a query request to a user state server, or to the
local IM client via a common interface provided by the local
IM client. The query request may be sent according to prac-
tical situations, e.g. the query request is sent to the user state
server in a default situation and is sent to the local IM client
when the user state server is busy or unavailable.

The query result processing module 303 is adapted to pro-
cess the query result from the first query module 302. The
mark adding unit 3031 is adapted to add, according to the
query result, a mark for an IM user into a user interface of the
local IM client via the common interface provided by the
local IM client. The mark indicates the additional service
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subscribed by the IM user. The grouping unit 3032 is adapted
to add, according to the query result, at least one group into
the user interface of the local IM client via the common
interface provided by the local IM client. Each group includes
IM {friends subscribing to at least one identical additional
service with each other.

The user state submitting module 304 is adapted to submit
user state information to a user state server after the local IM
user logs on the local IM client. The user state information
may include an identity of the local IM user and an identity of
an additional service subscribed by the local IM user.

The query request transmitting and receiving module 305
is adapted to receive the query request sent from the local IM
terminal via the common interface, and forward the query
request to the second query module 306. The query request
may include the identity of the local IM user and at least one
identity of at least one additional service.

The second query module 306 is adapted to query whether
the local IM user subscribes to one of the additional services
contained in the query request, and return the query result to
the query request transmitting and receiving module 305. The
query request transmitting and receiving module 305 is fur-
ther adapted to send the query result to the local IM terminal
via the common interface provided by the local IM terminal.

The method of embodiments of the present invention is
preferably applicable to IM clients with common interfaces.
The IM component can support new additional services. Fur-
ther, the IM component can invoke a common interface
between the IM component and the IM client so as to interact
with other IM users based on the additional services, to query
whether an IM friend subscribes to the additional services
supported by the IM component, and to add a service mark
into a user interface of the IM client. Thus, when a new
additional service is provided, it is not necessary to modify
existing IM clients but just to update the IM component or to
develop a new IM component.

The foregoing is only preferred embodiments of the
present invention. The protection scope of the present inven-
tion, however, is not limited to the above description. Any
change or substitution, within the technical scope disclosed
by the present invention, easily occurring to those skilled in
the art should be covered by the protection scope of the
present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An Instant Messaging (IM) system for an additional
service, comprising:

an IM client device including a processor coupled to a

memory storing instructions for execution by the pro-
cessor, and at least one IM component loaded in a com-
puter device and configured to parse network resources
corresponding to at least one additional service as to
support the at least one additional service, wherein the at
least one IM component is installed and registered in a
system where the IM client device is in;

wherein a common interface is configured between the IM

client device and the at least one IM component;
the IM client device is configured to trigger the at least one
IM component via the common interface when a local
IM user logs on; and

the at least one IM component is configured to (i) obtain at
least one IM user identity of at least one IM user other
than the local IM user via the common interface, (ii)
send a query request to query, according to the at least
one IM user identity obtained, whether the at least one
IM user subscribes to one additional service of the at
least one additional service supported by the at least one
IM component, and (iii) add, via the common interface
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according to a query result, a mark for the at least one IM
user into a user interface of the IM client device, the
mark indicating the additional service subscribed by the
at least one IM user;

wherein the query request comprises the at least one IM
user identity obtained and at least one identity of the at
least one additional service supported by the at least one
IM component.

2. The system of claim 1, further comprising a user state

server;

wherein

the at least one IM component is configured to send the
query request to the user state server;

the user state server is configured to query whether the at
least one IM user corresponding to the at least one IM
user identity subscribes to one of the at least one addi-
tional service supported by the at least one IM compo-
nent, and return a query result to the at least one IM
component.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the at least one IM
component is further configured to submit user state informa-
tion to the user state server after the local IM user logs on the
local IM client device, and the user state information com-
prises an identity of the local IM user and an identity of an
additional service subscribed by the local IM user; and

the user state server is further configured to record the user
state information after receiving the user state informa-
tion from the at least one IM component.

4. The system of claim 1, further comprising a second IM
client device, wherein an IM user corresponding to one of the
at least one IM user identity obtained by the at least one IM
component logs on the second IM client device; and

the at least one IM component is configured to send the
query request to the second IM client device via the
common interface and via the IM client device;

the second IM client device is configured to query whether
the IM user subscribes to one of the at least one addi-
tional service supported by the at least one IM compo-
nent, and return a query result to the IM client device;
and

the IM client device is configured to receive the query
request from the at least one IM component via the
common interface, forward the query request to the sec-
ond IM client device, receive the query result from the
second IM client device, and forward the query result to
the at least one IM component via the common interface.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one IM
component is further configured to add, via the common
interface according to a query result, at least one group into a
user interface of the IM client device via the common inter-
face for the at least one IM user; each group comprising at
least one IM user subscribing to at least one identical addi-
tional service.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one IM
component is implemented by a Plug-in.

7. An apparatus comprising a component for an additional
service, loaded in a computing device comprising a processor
coupled to a memory storing instructions for execution by the
processor, the component comprising:

a first module in the computing device, when executed by
the processor of the computing device, configured to
parse network resources corresponding to at least one
additional service so as to support the at least one addi-
tional service;

a second module in the computing device, when executed
by the processor of the computing device, configured to
obtain, after a local IM user logs on a local IM client, at
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least one IM user identity of at least one IM user other
than the local IM user from the local IM client via a
common interface configured between the component
and the local IM client;

a third module in the computing device, when executed by
the processor of the computing device, configured to
send a query request to query, according to the at least
one IM user identity obtained, whether the at least one
IM user subscribes to one of the at least one additional
service supported by the component;

wherein the query request comprises the at least one IM
user identity obtained and at least one identity of the at
least one additional service supported by the at least one
IM component; and

a fourth module in the computing device, when executed
by the processor of the computing device, configured to
process a query result from the third module;

wherein the fourth module in the computer device is con-
figured to add, via the common interface according to
the query result from the third module, a mark for the at
least one IM user into a user interface of the local IM
client, the mark indicating the additional service sub-
scribed by the at least one IM user.

8. The component of claim 7, further comprising:

a fifth module in the computing device, when executed by
the processor of the computing device, configured to
submit user state information to a user state server after
the local IM user logs on the local IM client, wherein the
user state information comprises an identity of the local
IM user and an identity of an additional service sub-
scribed by the local IM user.

9. The component of claim 7, wherein the fourth module in

the computing device

is configured to add, via the common interface between the
component and the local IM client according to the
query result, at least one group into the user interface of
the local IM client, each group comprising IM friends
subscribing to at least one identical additional service.

10. The component of claim 7, further comprising:

a sixth module in the computing device, when executed by
the processor of the computing device, configured to
receive a query request from the local IM client via the
common interface between the component and the local
IM client, forward the query request to a seventh mod-
ule, receive the query result from the seventh module
and send the query result to the local IM client via the
common interface between the component and the local
IM client, wherein the query request comprises an iden-
tity of the local IM user and at least one identity of the at
least one additional service;

the seventh module in the computing device, configured to
query whether the local IM user subscribes to one of the
at least one additional service contained in the query
request, and return a query result to the sixth module.

11. A method for an additional service, comprising:

obtaining, by at least one IM component from a local IM
client via a common interface configured between the
local IM client and the at least one IM component, at
least one IM user identity of at least one IM user other
than a local IM user after the local IM user logs on the
local IM client, each of the at least one IM component
supporting at least one additional service, wherein the at
least one IM component is installed and registered in a
system where the local IM client is in;

sending a query request, by the at least one IM component
according to the at least one IM user identity obtained, to
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query whether the at least one IM user subscribes to one
of'the at least one additional service supported by the at
least one IM component;
wherein the query request comprises the at least one IM
user identity obtained and at least one identity of the at
least one additional service supported by the at least one
IM component; and

adding, by the at least one IM component via the common
interface according to a query result, a mark for the at
least one IM user into a user interface of the local IM
client, the mark indicating the additional service sub-
scribed by the at least one IM user.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

submitting, by the at least one IM component, user state

information to a user state server, wherein the user state
information comprises information of an additional ser-
vice subscribed by the local IM user and an identity of
the local IM user; and

recording, by the user state server, the identity of the local

IM user and an identity of the additional service sub-
scribed by the local IM user after receiving the user state
information.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the operation of
sending the query request to query whether the at least one IM
user subscribes to one of the at least one additional service
comprises:

sending, by the at least one IM component, the query

request to the user state server; and

querying, by the user state server, whether the at least one

IM user subscribes to one of the at least one additional
service supported by the at least one IM component, and
returning a query result to the at least one IM compo-
nent.
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14. The method of claim 12, wherein the operation of
sending the query request to query whether the at least one IM
user subscribes to one of the at least one additional service
comprises: sending, by the at least one IM component, the
query request to the local IM client via the common interface;

forwarding, by the local IM client, the query request to an

IM client of an IM user corresponding to one of the at
least one IM user identity obtained by the at least one IM
component; and

receiving, by the at least one IM component, the query

result forwarded by the local IM client via the common
interface.

15. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

receiving, by the at least one IM component via the com-

mon interface, a query request which is forwarded by the
local IM client and is from another IM client, wherein
the query request comprises an identity of the local IM
user and at least one identity of at least one additional
service;

querying, by the at least one component, whether the local

IM user subscribes to one of the at least one additional
service contained in the query request, and returning a
query result to the local IM client via the common inter-
face;

forwarding, by the local IM client, the query result to the

another IM client.

16. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

adding, by the at least one IM component via the common

interface according to a query result, at least one group
for the at least one IM user into a user interface of the IM
client, wherein each of the at least one group comprises
at least one IM user subscribing to at least one identical
additional service.

#* #* #* #* #*
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